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Bind and Loosen 

(Sermon Notes)    By:  Warren Zehrung   6/24/2017 

Our lives are a record, and that record is being written in heaven.  Jesus made this 
statement to Peter: 

Matthew 16:19  I will give unto thee the keys (plural) of the Kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

That sounds pretty clear and straightforward – but is it?  Let’s begin with the generally 
accepted meaning of binding and loosing – and then we will examine the meaning in 
the Biblical context, which is very different. 

“To bind and to loose simply means to forbid by an indisputable authority and to 
permit by an indisputable authority – the claim that whatsoever a minister or priest 
binds or loosens on earth shall be bound or loosed in heaven, which the Gospel of 
Matthew attributes to Jesus.” 

That is the generally understood meaning of binding and loosing.  And, I’ll admit that 
when you read Matthew 16:19 that meaning sounds very plausible.  But, in today’s 
sermon, I’ll show that this verse does not mean anything of the sort.  All my life – even 
as a young man in the Catholic Church – I’ve been hearing the arguments as to which 
MAN has the key to the Kingdom – who could let me into God’s Kingdom or keep me 
out. 

Let me state unequivocally right here at the beginning:  This verse does not appoint the 
Pope, nor anyone in the ministry of God’s Church to judge any person, or to represent 
God’s authority – and have his decision ratified in heaven.   

But, nearly everyone says that “keys” in Matthew 16:19 are a sign of authority.  Is that 
what Jesus is saying here? 

One key would be enough for the one man in authority – if that were the case – 
wouldn’t it?  That one man – or his successor – would possess the key to the Kingdom.  
But, what if Jesus was speaking of multiple keys to the Kingdom – which He was?  It 
says keys – plural. 

Consider this:  What if Jesus was describing who would get their own personal key to the 
Kingdom based on their works and deeds – based on their own bindings and loosings?   

Other Scriptures show that Jesus was not speaking solely to Peter, but the others as 
well.   

Who then decides if you will be it the Kingdom of God or not? 

Years ago there was a marriage problem in a local congregation of the Worldwide 
Church of God. 

The wife had tired of her husband and wanted out of the marriage.  The local Pastor 
agreed with the woman who complained that her husband came home from work dirty 
and smelly.  The Pastor told her that this was a matter for Pasadena to decide whether 
or not they should be bound or loosened.  The Pastor said that three things needed to 
be sent to Pasadena:  The wife’s story, the husband’s story and the Pastor’s evaluation. 
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Those three write-ups would be submitted to Pasadena for a decision and an ultimate 
judgment be made as to whether the man and woman were bound or loosed.  The 
Pastor told the man to write up his side of the case:  The man wrote:  “I love my wife, I 
don’t want to be separated, I love her and I always will.”  (He couldn’t think of anything 
else to say.) 

The pastor told the woman to write up her side of the case:  He said, “I’ll help you 
because I know what they are looking for about “pleased to dwell” and so forth.”  The 
documents were formally submitted to Pasadena – and the married couple was found to 
be loosed from their bands of matrimony.  Loosed on earth, and loosed in heaven. 

Let me tell you of another case: 

A young couple in the Church had a few kids and they were struggling financially to get 
to services every week.  The Pastor, on his own, decided that the young man was not 
providing enough for his family.  One Sabbath, the Pastor with the help of some 
deacons, spirited the wife and young children away to another congregation.  The 
husband was told that he was not a fit provider and that their marriage bands had been 
loosed by the authority of the Church.  The wife was put on assistance, and the 
husband did not get to see his own children grow up. 

When I worked in Pasadena, my first boss was Dr. Clint Zimmerman.  His primary job 
was to adjudicate (D&R) – Divorce and Remarriage cases for the Church – and deliver a 
judgment as to whether they were bound or loosed.   

We had so many D&R cases in the Church it was deplorable.  I loved Dr. Z and Sharon 
loved his wife, Bertie.  I did not envy his job and his difficult responsibility.  

While I was at Pasadena, we had one Pastor with a wife and two beautiful teenage 
children - loose the bands of his own marriage and marry another woman in the 
congregation after loosing the bands of her marriage.   

Is that what Jesus intended in Matthew 16:19?  

There were times that Pasadena was reminiscent of - Eli's sons, Hophni and Phinehas in: 

1Samuel 2:22  Now Eli was very old, and heard all that his sons did unto all Israel; and 
how they lay with the women that assembled at the door of the tabernacle of the 
congregation. 

Matthew 18:1  At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is the 
greatest in the Kingdom of heaven?   

We will see here that Jesus was not speaking only to Peter when He spoke of binding 
and loosing…  

Matthew 18:3  Truly I say unto you, Unless ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye shall not enter into the Kingdom of heaven.  

There’s converted and there’s unconverted. 

Notice then that Jesus was teaching some lessons on conflict resolution and 
reconciliation when an offense has taken place.  

Matthew 18:15  Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother.  

Matthew 18:16  But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.  
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Matthew 18:17  And if he shall neglect to hear them,: but if he neglect to hear the 
church [ekklesia – all the called out brethren], let him be unto thee as an heathen man 
and a publican. 

“Tell it unto the church” – became “tell it unto the ministry” in God’s Church – because 
they were so sure they were the ones responsible for binding and loosing.  The ministry 
usurped to themselves – that which God intended for the congregation. 

And then Jesus says – not to Peter – but to all His followers: 

Matthew 18:18  Truly I say unto you, Whatsoever ye (the second person plural form of 
you) [you, the ekklesia – all the called out brethren], shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

This is not about which man has the power to get us into the Kingdom – No!  Jesus is 
not passing on some magical power to Peter; He is saying to everyone that how a 
person handles himself in these situations is being recorded in heaven.  

Bind means to make permanently secure: 

Proverbs 3:3  Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write 
them upon the table of thine heart:  

Proverbs 6:21  Bind them continually upon thine heart, and tie them about thy neck.  

Proverbs 7:3  Bind them upon thy fingers, write them upon the table of thine heart.  

Isaiah 8:16  Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples. 

Jesus did not give His apostles and disciples the power to make binding or loosing 
decisions regarding anything on earth that had not already been decreed in heaven.   

Let’s look at a New Testament example of binding and loosing – not by the ministry – 
but by regular folks in a congregation.  Remember we just saw: 

Matthew 18:17  And if he [the offending party] shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto 
the [entire] Church [all the brethren]: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.  

It is time for suspension or disfellowshipment. 

The Gentiles had standards of conduct - of which they would not violate. 

1Corinthians 5:1  It is reported commonly that there is sexual immorality among you, 
and such fornication as is not so much as named among the Gentiles, that one should 
have his father's wife.  

But Paul is addressing converted brethren. 

1Corinthians 5:4  In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when ye (Pl.) are gathered 
together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

1Corinthians 5:5  To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh... 

Notice, Paul did not say, “I’m the minister in authority – I’ll put him out – I’ll loose him 
from your group.”  No.   

Paul rightly deferred to the brethren – as Jesus said, tell it unto the church [ekklesia – 
all the called out brethren] – because it is their problem to deal with.   

They have to take ownership of the conduct of those errant sinners in their midst. 
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1Corinthians 5:13  ...Therefore [you] put away from among yourselves that wicked 
person.  

Paul did not do the binding or loosing - he did not exercise the power to suspend the 
sinner... 

But Paul pointed out to the congregation that it was not proper for sin to come into and 
amongst a holy people. 

1Corinthians 5:2 ... that he that hath done this deed might be taken away from 
among you.  

The congregation had to loose the sinner from their midst.  They had to exercise the 
Godly authority in obedience to: 

1Corinthians 5:7  Purge out therefore the old leaven...  

1Corinthians 5:9 ...not to keep company with fornicators:  

1Corinthians 5:11 ...with such an one no not to eat [socialize]. 

Not out of spite or contempt – No! 

Each and every member of the church, as our brother’s keeper, is responsible to help 
others chose correctly. 

So, what happened in Corinth?  They rose to the occasion. 

Almost the entire congregation exercised binding and loosing – and they loosed the 
offending sinner from their fellowship – they suspended his attendance – they put 
him out.  And, thank God – in the truest sense of the words – the repentant sinner 
was finally returned in good stead to the congregation. 

Notice Paul compassion – which reflects God’s forgiveness and compassion. 

2Corinthians 2:6  Sufficient to such a man is this punishment, which was inflicted of 
many.  

2Corinthians 2:7  So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and comfort 
him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.  

2Corinthians 2:8  Wherefore I beseech you that ye would confirm your love toward 
him.  

Please notice that these words of Christ are in the context of being reconciled to one 
another, they are in the context of having a peaceful and orderly congregation.  Jesus is 
speaking to His students – His followers – His disciples: 

Jesus is saying to His followers that they are being judged on their performance in these 
matters.  Our actions, for good of for bad, are being recorded in heaven. 

Matthew 18:18  Truly I say unto you, Whatsoever ye (the second person plural form of 
you) [you, the ekklesia – all the called out brethren], shall bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

Jesus is saying that God in heaven is keeping track of His people’s doings. 

Matthew 18:19  Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching 
anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.  

Matthew 18:20  For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I 
in the midst of them.  
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The world will be judged later.  We are judged on what we know. 

1Peter 4:17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God 
[that is the converted Church brethren]: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be 
of them that obey not the gospel of God?  

1Peter 4:18  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the 
sinner appear? 

The answer is: The Great White Throne Judgment period at the end of the millennium.  
Binding and loosing is like when you first get your driver’s license – and the new found 
freedom to go where you like.  

But we are warned – whatever you do will go on your permanent record. 

Definition:  Binding and loosing is referring to the actions we all take – all of us in 
God’s Church – actions and choices we make, be they for good or for bad, that 
determine whether or not we will receive our key to the Kingdom of God. 

No man – minister or pope – can decide if we “make it” or not. 

Binding and loosing is another way of saying, “Making entries in the Book of Life.” 

The Book of Life, in this context, is the set of names of those who will live with God 
forever in His Kingdom. 

When you have been given Gods Holy Spirit, you are responsible for your own actions, 
choices, decisions and their outcome. 

Each of us is directly answerable to God – responsible to God – not to some third-party 
minster who thinks that he holds our key to the Kingdom.  

You might be thinking brethren, “It seemed so clear that Jesus gave that authority – 
only to Peter – and that has been passed down from church leader to church leader… 

Matthew 16:13  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?  

Jesus is speaking to the disciples in general.   

Matthew 16:14  And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; 
and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.  

Matthew 16:15  He said unto them, But whom say ye that I am?  

Guess who speaks up?  Peter does!!! 

Matthew 16:16  And Simon Peter answered and said, “Thou art the Messiah,” the Son 
of the living God.  

Thou art the anointed one, the Savior, who will rule in the Kingdom of God.   

Jesus was set apart for that high calling as king and ruler in the coming Kingdom of God. 

Now, that was quite a positive revelation – even though they suspected it already … 

John 1:41  Andrew first found his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have 
found the Messiah, which is, being interpreted, the Christ.  

John 1:42  And [Andrew] brought [Peter] to Jesus.  And when Jesus beheld him, he 
said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by 
interpretation, A stone. 
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Now, Jesus is speaking to Peter and indirectly to all the other disciples.  

Brethren, put yourself in Peter’s and the disciples’ place. 

There was never a time that we did not know that Jesus was the Messiah, but Peter’s 
response was a NEW revelation from heaven. 

Jesus is confirming to them that He is that long sought for Messiah. 

Matthew 16:17  And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon 
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven.  

Brethren, keep your mind on the subject being spoken about.  Jesus is saying to His 
disciples, I am the Messiah.  That is the basis on which Jesus founds the Church:  

 “Thou art the Messiah,”  that is the foundation, the rock, upon which Jesus would 
build His Church. 

Matthew 16:18  And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter [little stone], and upon 
this rock I will build my church; and the gates of the grave shall not prevail against it.  

On, “This rock,”  “This foundation,”  “This corner stone,” “This Key-stone,” “I am the 
Messiah,” I will build my church. 

Yes, Jesus is looking Peter right in the eye – and He is even using a play on words – 
petros and petra – but the intent is that Jesus is saying to them all – that the Church is 
built on the fact that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Matthew 16:19  And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  

Jesus is telling them all that they are now being held responsible for this precious 
knowledge – that Jesus is the Messiah. 

Whatever they do from this point forward will be recorded in heaven as a testament to 
their very lives and how they live them. 

Matthew 16:20  Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was 
Jesus the Messiah. 

Verse 19 has been used as the basis for church authority, the primacy of Peter, the 
establishment of a ministerial elite class of church leaders, and the authority to preach 
the Gospel to the world. 

Many have been taught to read this verse to mean that Peter alone was given the power 
and authority to make proclamations of binding and loosing on earth that would 
subsequently be ratified in heaven. 

Scholars and theologians, realizing that that scenario meant putting God in a secondary 
role to Peter, reasoned around the syntax and tense of the language and came to the 
conclusion, “What you bind on earth shall have already been bound in heaven.  What 
you loose on earth will have already been loosed in heaven.”   

And, it appears that way in the New American Standard Bible, Updated Edition. 
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Doctrine of Papal infallibility: 

The Pope enjoys papal infallibility – he is unable to make a mistake when dealing with 
faith and morals.   

The Catholic Church teaches that divine assistance is given to the Pope. 

Papal infallibility is a dogma of the Catholic Church that states that, in virtue of the 
promise of Jesus to Peter, the Pope is preserved from the possibility of error by virtue of 
his supreme apostolic authority. 

It is interesting that the Catholics admit that the power to bind and loose is conferred 
on all the apostles jointly and to Peter in particular based on Matthew 16:19  

Binding and loosing was originally a Jewish phrase appearing throughout the 
Scriptures, as well as in the Targum – a first century Aramaic interpretation of the Old 
Testament. 

This binding and loosing is a most serious matter!  We must study into it. 

{Isaiah 58:6  Is not this the fast that I have chosen? to loose the bands of wickedness, 
to undo the heavy burdens, and to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every 
yoke? 

Job applied binding and loosing to the heavens: 

{Job 38:31  Canst thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades, or loose the bands of 
Orion? 

In Jesus’ day, when judges decided cases based on God’s law – it was known as 
binding and loosing.   

It was a judgment of the court.  For Christians, Jesus is the ultimate Judge.  

What will Jesus use as evidence in our case? 

Revelation 20:15  Whosoever was not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the 
lake of fire. 

When and how often are entries being made into the Book of Life?  Jesus said: 

Even at the Great White Throne Judgment: 

Revelation 20:12  I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books 
were opened: and another book was opened, which is the Book of Life: and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 
works. 

Revelation 22:12  Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man 
according as his work shall be. 

God is keeping track of every deed – for good or for bad.  I believe binding and 
loosing is a broad principle.  My point is that all men – from all time and places – will be 
judged on THEIR works and deeds – not on some minister’s evaluation of us. 

Romans 2:5-6  After thy hardness and impenitent heart treasures up unto thyself wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; Who will 
render to every man according to his deeds:  

Exodus 32:33  The Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever has sinned against me, him will 
I blot out of my Book [of Life]. 
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Revelation 3:5  He that overcomes, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I 
will not blot out his name out of the Book of Life. 

King David prayed: 

Psalm 69:28: Let [my enemies] be blotted out of the Book of Life.  

I’ve told you about a Pastor that I had who told me to my face that he could do anything 
he wanted to do. 

“I’m The Pastor, I can do what I want,” he said.  And he was serious! 

Some will argue that Jesus gave the ministry very special powers to do as they wish. 

Quote: “Whose so ever sins ye remit (cancel), they are remitted unto them; and whose 
so ever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 

John 20:21  Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. [They were to be apostles.] 

There were eleven disciples there that evening. 

Mark 16:14  Afterward He appeared unto the eleven as they sat at meat, and upbraided 
them with their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they believed not them which 
had seen him after He was risen.  

Mark 16:15  And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature. 

John 20:22  And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Spirit: [At the coming Pentecost] 

John 20:23  Whose so ever sins ye remit (cancel), they are remitted unto them; and 
whose so ever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

This does not mean that any man has the power to forgive sins.  Only God and His son 
Jesus Christ have that power. 

Someone at headquarters cannot decide later we are not forgiven our sins – they are 
retained. 

When the apostles would proclaim the Gospel, they would tell people who believed in 
that message that their sins were forgiven. 

We see an example of this in: 

Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Sins are forgiven by repentance and by having faith in Jesus Christ to pay for those sins. 

Mark 2:7  … who can forgive sins but God only? 

Mark 2:10  …The Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins. 

And conversely: 

John 20:23  … whose so ever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

John 3:36 … he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abides on him.  [“His sins are retained.”] 
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Binding and loosing in heaven has to do with entries being made in the Book of Life.   

Binding and loosening is a principle that goes all the way back to the beginning of 
creation.   

Everyone is liable for what they know, and those who are converted are responsible, and 
are being judged now!   

We are being tested and tried now for the purpose of writing a permanent record in the 
Book of Life. 

 

End: Bind and Loosen 


