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Teach Me Thy Paths   Jacob Part Two 

(Sermon Notes) By Warren Zehrung 1/14/2017 

We are continuing to look at the lessons of Jacob’s life that God has given us.  It is important that we 
have a real good feel for Jacob’s life – and the lessons we can learn from it.  King David knew the 
life’s story of Jacob very well. David did not want to make the same mistakes that Jacob had made.  
(David had quite enough of his own sins to overcome.)  David prayed: 

(Today’s title comes from this prayer) 

Psalm 25:4-5  Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.  Lead me in thy truth, and teach 
me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 

God is filling positions for His Kingdom even now, and He's training us.  All those who have been 
given God’s Spirit were judged in their time just as we are being judged now in our time.  “The time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house of God.”  (1Peter 4:17)  We are qualifying even now to 
be ready to take up positions of teaching and leadership in tomorrow’s world.    

We will have learned to be able to execute the duties and judgment of kings and priests in the 
millennium (Revelation 1:6, 5:10).   

It is Jesus Christ, Himself, who is training us and guiding us into these qualifications.  Jesus said: 

John 14:2  In my Father's house are many mansions: [offices, positions, place to abide] if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.  

John 14:3  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also. 

God is now filling “job-placement orders” for His Father’s Kingdom and He has chosen us to fill those 
appointments.  What does God see in me?  What does He see in you?  He sees something!  And He 
knows that somewhere, somehow, in you there is something He wants and He will develop it and 
bring us to fruition.  We see this in the life of our Patriarch, Jacob.   

We know more about Jacob and his life than any other man in the Bible.  What do we know about the 
God of Jacob?  We learn a lot about how God deals with us by observing how He dealt with His 
servants, the patriarchs and prophets.   As we look into the life of the Patriarch Jacob we see how 
God directed his life from youthful deception to faith in God at the end of his life.  Jacob did not start 
his life with faith in God.   When he was appropriating the birthright, and stealing the blessing from 
Esau – Jacob did not resemble a Prince of God very much. 

Proverbs 16:9  A man's heart devises his way: but the LORD directs his steps.  

We must walk in the path of God, we need to be taught because, “In their hearts men plan their 
course, but the LORD determines his steps.” 

We see this principle working out in Jacob’s life – He was always trying to bless himself – but it was 
God – who through many trials, tests, lessons and tribulation brought Jacob finally to faith and 
conversion.  Do we see this action taking place in our own lives? 

Do we realize as we are told in:  Proverbs 16:9  In our hearts we plan our course of action, but the 
LORD determines His results. 

Let’s jump to very near the end of the story in Jacob’s life – for just a moment.  Jacob died a 
converted man of faith after making many mistakes and suffering a great deal:  Note the humility in 
Jacob as an old man:  This is a monumental meeting: 
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Pharaoh is the most powerful man on earth – and he has relegated his rule and treasury to Joseph.  
Jacob is the Prince of God through whom the covenant promises flow.  These three prominent 
personalities come together in one room. 

Genesis 47:7  And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before Pharaoh: and Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh.  

Joseph is doing diligent propriety is honoring the Pharaoh in setting his father before him because 
Joseph was always conforming to a proper standard of behavior and morals—he always behaved 
with the utmost propriety. 

Genesis 47:8  And Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou?  

Genesis 47:9  And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are an hundred 
and thirty years: 

And then Jacob adds his life’s lesson to the dialogue.  He shares this with Pharaoh and his son, 
Joseph.  It is Jacob’s own personal evaluation of his own entire life:  

Genesis 47:9  … few and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and have not attained unto 
the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage. 

Jacob had possessed a strong trait of cunning craftiness in seeking his own selfish interests as a 
young man.  He was his own worst enemy.  We do not see Jacob acting in a Godly Christian manner 
as a young man.  How would God turn those self-serving traits into a true servant of God?  All the 
tricks that Jacob foisted upon others came back on him double – in order to make him a true servant 
of God.   

As a young man, Jacob had distinct character weaknesses.  Jacob’s life does not read like that of a 
holy man of God.  We do not see many examples of Jacob praying, fasting, or praising God in true 
worship as a young man.  But that should not surprise us.  God is brutally frank in revealing the 
character of those He has called to perfection.  In the Bible, God reveals the sins and weaknesses of 
all the important men of the Bible:   

Noah got drunk, Moses killed an Egyptian, David numbered Israel and committed adultery, Solomon 
loved many foreign women, Peter denied Jesus Christ, and Paul killed Christians.   

We should not be surprised that Jacob had a few skeletons in his closet.  Paul said, “Let’s all admit it 
– we have all had a few skeletons in our closets.” 

1Corinthians 6:9  Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: (then Paul gives a long list of awful sins) 

1Corinthians 6:10 [None of these] … nor extortioners [like Jacob], shall inherit the kingdom of God.  

1Corinthians 6:11  And such were some of you [if we are honest enough to recognize ourselves 
among sinners]: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 

We will see that when Jacob was deceived and defrauded by his relatives – you can be sure that he 
had ample time to think it over and to repent, for years, to reflect back on how he had mistreated his 
own father Isaac. 

You know what they say, Sin in haste – repent in leisure.”  Or as we used to say, “What goes around 
– comes around.”  In contract bridge they say, “You get paid back in spades.” 

That is what Jacob meant when he told Pharaoh, “Evil have been the days of the years of my life.  
Slowly, through trials and tribulations, Jacob’s faith and conversion came about – all the while, God 
knew that He would use Jacob mightily.  God knew how to bring Jacob to faith and to conversion. 
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Let’s establish beyond a shadow of a doubt that Jacob has indeed qualified in God’s sight to be in the 
first resurrection – and the soon coming Kingdom of God.  We saw in the last sermon that Jacob 
would be in the Kingdom of God Matthew 8:11. 

…A few other Scriptural proofs for your notes: 

Also: Luke 13:28 [speaks of] ...Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets, in the Kingdom 
of God.  Jesus says that Jacob will be in the first resurrection: The resurrection to life. 

Matthew 22:32  I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob?  God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. (Exodus 3:6, 15-16) 

Jesus admitted that Jacob is dead in the flesh - but that he will rise alive in the first resurrection: 

Mark 12:26  And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in 
the bush God spoke unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob? 

Acts 7:31  When Moses saw it, he wondered at the sight: and as he drew near to behold it, the voice 
of the Lord came unto him,  

Acts 7:32  Saying, I am the God of thy fathers, the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. Then Moses trembled, and durst not behold. 

Acts 7:46 [David] found favor before God, and desired to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob.  

Jacob's life teaches us a good deal about Godliness and Christianity.  And that is what is important to 
us.  You may have wondered how many men from the Old Testament would be in the first 
resurrection:  Jesus tells us that Jacob was converted and led by God's Holy Spirit.  We are looking at 
the signs of Jacob’s calling, faith, repentance and conversion. 

What is the "house" of Jacob?  That is a reference to the descendents of Jacob - both physical and 
spiritual.  Jesus Christ - in the wonderful world tomorrow - will be the King over the house of Jacob. 

Luke 1:32  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give 
unto him the throne of his father David:  

Luke 1:33  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no 
end.  

God has a people and He is very specific about who His people are.  They are special to God.  Too 
many church people today think that they hold favor in God’s sight because of the corporate group 
with whom they attend.  But do they?   

We did not choose God—He chose us.  What is it that makes someone special to God?  We know 
that He has chosen us in Him before the foundation of the world and that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love (Ephesians 1:4).  

Romans 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.  

Predestination is the divine foreordaining of all who would be called according to God’s will and 
purpose. 

Romans 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them 
He also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 

God is filling those positions for the Kingdom of God even now.  There are serious consequences 
when we do not follow God’s lead – when we do not follow in His paths.  Rebecca and her son, 
Jacob, conspired together to steal the blessing from Isaac.  That was terribly wrong.  There was a 
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terrible price to pay for their deceptive tactics used on Isaac.  Rebecca and her son, Jacob, never 
saw one another again as a result of their getting ahead of God in attempting to bring about His will.   

God does not change – so the way He dealt with Jacob must be a lot like the way God deals with us.   

Jacob’s life is the story of God bringing him to the point of faith, and being able to be used in the 
Kingdom of God.  Jacob was useless to God as a young man, stealing, purloining, conniving, 
scheming, etc.  It was God who taught Jacob to walk in His paths.  God is doing the same with us if 
we wait on Him.  King David prayed in Psalm 25:4-5  “Show me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy 
paths.”  

We left off last time after seeing that Jacob had a knack for taking advantage of the situation.  Jacob 
acted swiftly when he noticed that Esau was in a position of hunger and therefore, vulnerable, he 
started bargaining.  He was very much a salesman and a wheeler-dealer, trying to take advantage of 
his competitor - Esau but especially in the major areas of birthright and blessing.  Jacob acted 
quickly, reaching and grasping for the birthright, that is, the double portion of inheritance from Isaac 
that came to the firstborn.  

Jacob became in effect the firstborn son – with the great implications that went along with the 
covenant Promise.  By his response, Esau showed that he had little understanding of the worth of the 
birthright.  In fact, he was concerned for his life far more than his inheritance.  Esau told Jacob, in 
effect, "I will trade anything I have to live."  In essence, Esau profaned his birthright.  We find out in 
Genesis: 

Genesis 27:1  And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that he could 
not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: and he said unto him, Behold, 
here am I. 

Genesis 27:2  And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death:  

Gen 27:3  Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to the 
country, and take me some venison;  

Genesis 27:4  And make me savory meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my 
soul may bless thee before I die.  

Genesis 27:5  And Rebekah heard when Isaac spoke to Esau his son. And Esau went to the country 
to hunt for venison, and to bring it. 

Genesis 27:6  And Rebekah spoke unto Jacob her son [notice the favoritism – they were both her 
sons], saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto Esau thy brother, saying,  

Genesis 27:7  Bring me venison, and make me savory meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before 
the LORD before my death.  

Both Rebecca and Jacob clearly understood that it was a sin to steal. 

Even though this took place roughly 3700 years ago – 400 years before God gave the Ten 
Commandments at Mt. Sinai, yet they understood larceny.   

Stealing is taking another's belongings dishonestly and unlawfully, usually in a surreptitious way, i.e., 
theft in a sneaky manner. 

So Rebekah begins to conspire to get the blessing away from Esau and for Jacob.  She devises a 
plan to get the blessing for Jacob. 

Rebecca had heard God when God said 'the elder shall serve the younger.'  

Carnally minded Esau symbolizes the uncalled and unconverted man of the world, while Jacob 
represents the converted and elect of God because he learned to follow in God’s paths.   Teach me 
thy paths, O Lord. 



5 
 

Abraham got ahead of God with Hagar, and the result was Ishmael and his offspring today. (Genesis 
16:15)  After all, Abraham was 86 years old and He thought he’d give God a little help.  Hadn’t God 
promise Abraham a son?  But Abraham rationalized the situation saying to himself, “I’m getting too 
old – I’ll help God.  But that was not God’s will.  Sarah was just as complicit as well – giving Hagar to 
Abraham to wife.  That was not God’s will, either. 

And then, a generation later, Rebecca, like Sarah before her, got ahead of God.  God certainly 
planned to work it out where Jacob would receive the birthright and the blessing. 

Jesus, in His public ministry did not get ahead of the Father. 

Matthew 20:20  The mother of Zebedee's children, James and John, came to Jesus - worshipping 
him, and desiring a certain thing of Him. 

Matthew 20:21  Grant that these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the 
left, in thy Kingdom. 

Matthew 20:22  But Jesus answered and said, Ye know not what ye ask. 

Matthew 20:23  And Jesus saith unto them... to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to 
give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father. 

This is speaking about the coveted blessing that both Jacob sought, and Rebecca wanted so 
desperately for Jacob to have.  Rebecca says to Jacob, “Listen, I’ve got a plan.” 

Genesis 27:8  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice according to that which I command thee.  

Genesis 27:9  Go now to the flock, and fetch me from thence two good kids of the goats; and I will 
make them savory meat for thy father, such as he loves:  

Genesis 27:10  And thou shall bring it to thy father, that he may eat, and that he may bless thee 
before his death.  

Jacob, says, “We’ll never get away with it.” 

Genesis 27:11  And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man, and 
I am a smooth man:  

Jacob didn’t mind deceiving his father – he just wanted to avoid the embarrassment of being caught 
and exposed as a swindler. 

Genesis 27:12  My father peradventure will feel me, and I shall seem to him as a deceiver; and I 
shall bring a curse upon me, and not a blessing.  

Rebecca is not the sweet demure thing we pictured her to be last week when we first met her and 
when she became the loving wife of Isaac!  “Don’t worry about a curse – let the curse be on me,” she 
said. 

Genesis 27:13  And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy curse, my son: only obey my voice, 
and go fetch me them - two good kids of the goats.  

Sadly, Rebecca got her wish – the curse – because Jacob fled before the face of Esau – and 
Rebecca never saw her favorite son again.  She probably died a broken hearted woman – and weary 
of my life (v. 46).  If she had waited on God she would have died – not only with Jacob, but with a 
house full of grandkids. 

Genesis 27:14  And [Jacob] went, and fetched [two good kids of the goats], and brought them to his 
mother: and his mother made savory meat, such as his father loved.  

Rebecca was a good cook – using lots of their favorite spices and salting the meat well. 
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Genesis 27:15  And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son Esau, which were with her in the 
house, and put them upon Jacob her younger son: 

Deceitful disguise, Jacob masquerading as Esau. 

Genesis 27:16  And she put the skins of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the smooth 
of his neck:  

Genesis 27:17  And she gave the savory meat and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand 
of her son Jacob.  

Genesis 27:18  And he came unto his father [Isaac], and said, My father: and he said, Here am I; who 
art thou, my son?  

Jacob told a big lie - Jacob was not above lying to get what he wanted. 

Genesis 27:19  And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn; I have done according as thou 
badest me: arise, I pray thee, sit and eat of my venison, that thy soul may bless me.  

Genesis 27:20  And Isaac said unto his son, How is it that thou hast found it so quickly, my son? And 
he said, Because the LORD thy God brought it to me.  

That was not true at all.  He was taking God’s name in vain.  Isaac suspects something…  Everything 
is not copasetic… 

Genesis 27:21  And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, that I may feel thee, my son, 
whether thou be my very son Esau or not.  

Jacob and Rebecca were taking advantage of Isaac's blindness to deceive him.  But, Isaac had a 
keen sense of smell.  Isaac did not recognize Jacob – and was a little skeptical…" 

Genesis 27:22  And Jacob went near unto Isaac his father; and he felt him, and said, The voice is 
Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau.  

Isaac just wasn’t totally sure… 

Genesis 27:23  And he discerned him not, because his hands were hairy, as his brother Esau's 
hands: so he blessed him.  

Genesis 27:24  And he said, Art thou my very son Esau? And he said, I am.  

Double lie – swearing falsely… 

Genesis 27:25  And he said, Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my son's venison, that my soul may 
bless thee. And he brought it near to him, and he did eat: and he brought him wine, and he drank.  

Genesis 27:26  And his father Isaac said unto him, Come near now, and kiss me, my son.  

Remember that Rebecca put Esau’s clothes on Jacob in order for Jacob to smell like Esau. 

Genesis 27:27  And he came near, and kissed him: and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and 
blessed him, and said, See, the smell of my son is as the smell of the country which the LORD hath 
blessed:  

Genesis 25:27  And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the 
country. 

On the other hand  

Genesis 25:28-29  Jacob stayed at home and liked to cook. 

This blessing is very prophetic. 

Genesis 27:28  Therefore God give thee of the dew of heaven, and the fatness of the earth, and 
plenty of corn and wine:  
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All the richest things of the earth will be yours. 

Genesis 27:29  Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to thee: be lord over thy brethren, and 
let thy mother's sons bow down to thee: cursed be every one that curses thee, and blessed be he that 
blesses thee.  

Your descendents will be the most powerful nations of the earth.  God blesses those who bless His 
people – and vice versa – I cannot tell you how many times I’ve seen that.  Just one example where 
God blesses because of His covenant promise: 

Exodus 2:23  And it came to pass in process of time, that the king of Egypt died: and the children of 
Israel sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried, and their cry came up unto God by reason of 
the bondage.  

Exodus 2:24  And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob.  

Exodus 2:25  And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them. 

Keep in mind that before Esau and Jacob were born – God had said that the elder (Esau) would 
serve the younger (Jacob). 

Genesis 25:23  And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people 
shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and 
the elder shall serve the younger. 

Jacob and Esau were not identical twins – they were fraternal twins – developing from separate 
fertilized ova – genetically distinct and not similar in appearance.  God clearly knew their personalities 
and potentials before birth!  God saw something in Jacob. 

Jacob was almost exposed in his hoax – by Esau… 

Genesis 27:30  And it came to pass, as soon as Isaac had made an end of blessing Jacob, and 
Jacob was yet scarce gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, that Esau his brother came in 
from his hunting.  

Esau had done his own cooking… 

Genesis 27:31  And he also had made savory meat, and brought it unto his father, and said unto his 
father, Let my father arise, and eat of his son's venison, that thy soul may bless me.  

Genesis 27:32  And Isaac his father said unto him, Who art thou? And he said, I am thy son, thy 
firstborn Esau. 

Isaac immediately knew that his suspicions had been verified and that he had been the brunt of a 
wicked and nefarious scheme.  Remember that Isaac loved Esau more than he loved Jacob and he 
wished to bless him even though Esau had sold his birthright to his brother Jacob years earlier.  The 
birthright blessing determined who would receive Isaac’s legacy from which the Messiah would 
come.  

Genesis 22:17-18  That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the 
stars of the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the 
gate of his enemies; And in thy seed (singular = Jesus Christ) shall all the nations of the earth be 
blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

Galatians 3:16  Now to Abraham and his seed (singular) were the promises made.  He saith not, And 
to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed, which is Christ. 

Rebekah, along with Jacob deceived Isaac into blessing Jacob instead of Esau.  There was no call 
for it – no justification – for Jacob and Rebecca going through all this deceit.  When Isaac realized 
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that he had been duped into blessing Jacob instead of Esau he trembled violently – and then Isaac 
realized that God’s hand was in it all along.  

The apostle Paul speaks about this very moment in the Faith Chapter, Hebrews 11.  Paul has a good 
list of Old Testament personalities who are going to be in the first resurrection – thus the Kingdom of 
God. 

Here in Hebrews 11 – in my bible – I have all the people of faith circled – so that they quickly jump off 
the page for me.  You will notice Abraham (:8, :17) and Sarah (:11) 

Remember how at the first, Sarah laughed when told that she would conceive in her old age.  She did 
not have an attitude of faith then – Sarah said to herself, “Yeah right,” laughing condescendingly.  
Sarah was saying, “I’m from Missouri – the “show me state” – you’ll have to show me.  And God did 
show Sarah … 

Missouri became the “Show Me State” when Congressman Willard Vandiver in 1899, declared 
that "I come from a state that raises corn and cotton, cockleburs and Democrats, and frothy 
eloquence neither convinces nor satisfies me.  I'm from Missouri, and you have got to show 
me." 

Hebrews 11:11  Through faith also Sarah herself received strength to conceive seed, and was 
delivered of a child when she was past age, because she judged Him [God] faithful who had 
promised. 

In faith, Sarah believed God’s covenant promise.  I want to point something out while we are right 
here:  Sarah, Abraham’s wife was a person of faith.  But Rebecca, Isaac’s wife is conspicuously 
missing from the list of faithful servants.  Hebrews 11 is by no means a comprehensive list – a total 
list – of all who had faith. 

Isaac and Rebecca had had such a wonderful young romance with such promise.  Rebecca was 
beautiful and dripping with jewelry and beautiful clothes – everything a young lady could desire: 

Genesis 24:53  And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and 
gave them to Rebekah:  

Genesis 24:61  And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode upon the camels. 

Genesis 24:64  And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel.  

Genesis 24:67  And Isaac brought her into his mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she 
became his wife; and he loved her: and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death.  

Genesis 25:20  And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel 
the Syrian of Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian.  

Isaac prayed for Rebecca: 

Genesis 25:21  And Isaac intreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren: and the LORD 
was intreated of him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

Hebrews 11:17  By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had received the 
promises offered up his only begotten son,  

You see here that Abraham was a figure or a type of God the Father who offered up his only 
begotten son. 

Heb 11:18  Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called:  

Here we see that the covenant promises extended down through Isaac.  And we see Abraham’s faith 
in God – in that Abraham believed that God would raise Isaac to life – he didn’t know when for sure – 
but Abraham believed totally that Isaac would live. 
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Hebrews 11:19  Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; from whence 
also he received him in a figure.  

Received him in a figure:  What does that mean? 

It means that in the same way that Abraham was a figure or a type of God the Father, Isaac was a 
figure or a type of Jesus Christ—who God the Father raised up from the dead. 

Hebrews 11:20  By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  

Hebrews 11:21  By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and 
worshipped, leaning upon the top of his staff. 

We cannot rule out conclusively that Rebekah did not repent in her latter years when Jacob was away 
in Padam-Aram.  Jacob said that Isaac and Rebekah are buried together in Machpelah’s cave with 
Abraham and Sarah: 

Genesis 49:31  There they buried Abraham and Sarah his wife; there they buried Isaac and Rebekah 
his wife; and there I buried Leah. 

Isaac realized that Jacob was meant to receive the blessing and that Esau was not worthy.  Isaac did 
not curse Jacob for his deception.  Instead Isaac authenticated Jacob's blessing to Esau.  

Genesis 27:33  And Isaac trembled very exceedingly, and said, Who?  Where is he [Jacob] that hath 
taken venison, and brought it me, and I have eaten of all before thou came, and have blessed him?  
Yea, and he shall be blessed.  

In actuality, Isaac realized it,  this was not Isaac’s blessing at all—it was God’s prophesied blessing—
covenant blessing—that we saw reiterated in Rebecca’s departure from her family. 

Genesis 24:60  And [Rebecca’s family] blessed Rebecca, and said unto her, Thou art our sister, be 
thou the mother of thousands of millions, and let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them. 

Genesis 27:34  And when Esau heard the words of his father, he cried with a great and exceeding 
bitter cry, and said unto his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father.  

This is the second time, Jacob had gotten the best of Esau – first the birthright and now the blessing. 
(see Prince of God - Jacob Part One) 

Genesis 27:35  And he said, Thy brother came with subtlety, and hath taken away thy blessing.  

Genesis 27:36  And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he has supplanted [grabbed me by 
the heel and tripped me up] these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath 
taken away my blessing. And he said, Have you not reserved a blessing for me? 

One thing we can learn from Jacob’s life is that God is much more concerned with what we are 
becoming – than what we once were. 

Genesis 27:37  And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold, I have made him thy lord [master], 
and all his brethren have I given to him for servants; and with corn and wine have I sustained him: 
and what shall I do now unto thee, my son? [It’s all gone – there’s no more inheritance] 

Isaac’s blessing of Jacob was like a last will and testament – there wasn’t any left for Esau but to wish 
him well and send him on his way. 

Genesis 27:38  And Esau said unto his father, Hast thou but one blessing, my father? bless me, even 
me also, O my father. And Esau lifted up his voice, and wept.  

Genesis 27:39  And Isaac his father answered and said unto him, Behold, thy dwelling shall be [away 
from] the fatness of the earth, and of the dew of heaven from above; [in other words – in the barren 
dry arid regions of the mid-east.] 
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There is a prophecy in Genesis 27:40 that might not be too far off in the future.  Remember how in 
the Blessings and Cursings chapters of Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28… 

Deuteronomy 28:43  The stranger that is within thee shall get up above thee very high; and thou 
shall come down very low. 

Isaac prophesies that at some time in the future the roles will be reversed and Esau will be over 
Jacob with the Dominion. 

Genesis 27:40  And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother; and it shall come to 
pass when thou shalt have the dominion, that thou shalt break his yoke from off thy neck.  

“Esau and Edom shall have the dominion,” when is that?  It is playing out and unfolding before our 
eyes rapidly right now.  Israel’s power is about to be broken – it will be the time of Jacob’s trouble.  
Keep in mind that Esau and Ishmael’s blood lines are intermixed today.  (More on that in a 
subsequent sermon.) 

Genesis 28:9  Then went Esau unto Ishmael, and took unto the wives which he had Mahalath the 
daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the sister of Nebajoth, to be his wife.  

Not only shall Esau be a fighting man of war – now he hates Jacob with a passion.  “I’ll kill him if it’s 
the last thing I ever do.”  Hebrews 12:15 describes Esau’s attitude as a “root of bitterness.” 

Hebrews 12:15-16  Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of 
bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled;  Lest there be any fornicator, or 
profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. 

Esau and his descendants, the Edomites will fight until the end of time to get their blessing, 
ascendency and superiority back! 

Genesis 27:41  And Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing wherewith his father blessed him: and 
Esau said in his heart, The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then will I slay my brother 
Jacob.  

One of Isaac’s servants overheard this discourse of Esau – and passed the information on to 
Rebecca – as a warning. 

Genesis 27:42  And these words of Esau her oldest son were told to Rebekah: and she sent and 
called Jacob her younger son, and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau, as touching thee, doth 
comfort himself, purposing to kill you.  

Rebekah told Jacob, “You better get out of town before sunset!  In Rebecca’s wishful thinking – it 
would only have to be a week or two. 

Genesis 27:43  Now therefore, my son, obey my voice; and arise, flee thou to Laban my brother to 
Haran;  

Genesis 27:44  And tarry with him a few days, until thy brother's fury turn away;  

Rebecca told Jacob, “I’ll send for you when the coast is clear.”  She was never able – she never did 
send for Jacob. 

Genesis 27:45  Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he forget that which thou hast done 
to him: then I will send [for you], and fetch thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you 
both in one day?  

Genesis 27:46  And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if 
Jacob take a wife of the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of the daughters of the land, 
what good shall my life do me?  

Isaac knew that he must go back to the beginning—to the Righteous blood line for Jacob’s wife. 
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Genesis 28:1  And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him [not a suggestion – it was 
mandatory], and said unto him, Thou shall not take a wife of the daughters of Canaan.  

Genesis 28:2  Arise, go to Padan-Aram, to the house of Bethuel thy mother's father; and take thee a 
wife from thence of the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother.  

Isaac had never laid eyes on Laban’s girls – but he understood what Jacob must do as a part of the 
covenant promise.  Bethuel was the son of Nahor – Abraham’s brother – a part of the righteous line.  
From Abraham’s seed (singular) would spring the Messiah.  Isaac understood very well that Jacob 
must take a wife of the righteous line – just as he had done.  Isaac told Jacob, “You have to go back 
to Padan-Aran for your wife. 

Genesis 28:3  And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, that thou 
mayest be a multitude of people; [according to the covenant] 

Genesis 28:4  And give thee the blessing of Abraham, to thee, and to thy seed with thee; that thou 
mayest inherit the land wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto Abraham.  

Genesis 28:5  And Isaac sent away Jacob: and he went to Padan-Aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel 
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. 

Next time we will see the maturing of Jacob. 

 

End:  Teach Me Thy Paths  


