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Latter Days – Part Four 
(Sermon Notes)      By Warren Zehrung    1/5/2019 

We have been studying the Greek word, ‘diakrino,’ and its many and varied translations 

in an effort to understand its importance to us in these Latter Days.  We saw some of the 

ways ‘diakrino,’ is translated and used.  Its importance cannot be underestimated in that 

it is a salvational matter.  We have been looking at how one Greek word can be understood 

these many ways: Discern; discernment; doubt; contend; difference; stagger; waver; 

judge; decide; and partial.  Its importance to us arises in that God tells us that our lives 

depend on our proper, ‘diakrino,’ of the Church brethren.  Few have understood what 

Scripture reveals. 

God’s discernment is evident:  He has empathy, understanding and much more.  But what 

of our own discernment?  Isaiah prophesied of Jesus Christ: 

Isaiah 11:2-4  The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of 

the LORD; and shall make Him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and He 

shall not judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of His 

ears:  But with righteousness shall He judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the 

meek of the earth: and He shall smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the 

breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked.  

This is a very serious matter - more momentous than life and death – because it concerns 

our salvation.  Abraham exercised ‘diakrino:’ 

Romans 4:19-21  And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, 

when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sara's womb: He 

staggered [‘diakrino,’] not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in 

faith, giving glory to God; and being fully persuaded that, what [God] had promised, He 

was able also to perform.  

Abraham never wavered ‘diakrino.’ Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance G1252. 

OK – we will see how serious this word 'diakrino' is!  Paul says that if we do not 'diakrino' 

properly, we will be damned!  That’s serious.  And the question arises over a predicament 

that we might think is not very serious at all—the problem of eating meat or being a 

vegetarian. 

Some brethren were bothered because they thought meat offered to idols polluted the 

brethren who ate it.  Nearly all the butchers belonged to a pagan guild that blessed the 

meat as they dressed it.  We have that today – some Muslims have to have their meat 

stamped with a halal stamp of approval.  Some Jews have to have their meat stamped 

with a kosher stamp of approval. 

Paul said it was a moot point - a matter of no practical value or importance because.  Paul 

said, “Look, a lifeless idol cannot change the meat.” 

1Corinthians 10:25  Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for 

conscience sake: 
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However, it became a problem in the early Church – because some brethren were getting 

offended by it.  So here is what Paus said: 

Romans 14:1  Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful [like our phrase 

‘splitting hairs’] disputations (‘diakrisis’ G1253 comes from G1252 meaning judicial 

estimation: - discern, discerning, disputation). 

Paul says, “Fellowship – yes, but arguments about what to eat – no!” G1253 ‘diakrisis’ has 

a slightly different ending.  Paul concludes – either way is fine before God, BUT: 

Romans 14:21-22  It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor any thing whereby 

thy brother stumbles, or is offended, or is made weak.  Hast thou faith? Have it to thyself 

before God. Happy is he that condemns not himself in that thing which he allows.  

Paul says, “Be real careful in matters like this – you could condemn yourself by violating 

a basic tenet of Christianity.”  If you do not discern correctly and act on your improper 

discernment – you condemn yourself.  In the Greek it is:  'diakrino' ‘katakrino' = 

damned, condemned.   

Romans 14:23  And he that doubts [G1252] is damned [G2632] if he eat, because he 

eats not of faith: for whatsoever is not of faith is sin.  

This phrase had a poetic resonance in it to drive it home.  'diakrino' is "katakrino.'  

Doubts is damned  or just as valid, discerns is damned?  What is Paul saying?  We are 

trying to get a good grip on what diakrino means. 

Paul is saying that if you eat something - not caring if you offend another - you are guilty 

of sin and condemned.  Faith here is our entire belief system being violated by someone 

being needlessly offended. 

Paul exhibits “Tough Love.”  Paul explains that you cannot just run rough shod over 

people: 

1Corinthians 8:12-13  But when ye sin so against the brethren, and wound their weak 

conscience, ye sin against Christ.  Wherefore, if [eating] meat offends my brother, I will 

eat no flesh while the world stands, lest I offend my brother.  

Being converted demands that a Christian be extremely careful in discerning all matters.  

A Christian through his actions will be caring, serving, loving – doing what is right for all 

of our brothers and sisters.  This is not possible when there is division. 

1Corinthians 2:15  He that is spiritual judges [G350] all things, yet he himself is judged 

[G350] of no man. 

Judges = 'anakrino ̄'’[G350] means scrutinize, means to investigate, interrogate, 

determine: - ask, question, discern, examine, judge, search. 
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Division in God's Church 

1Corinthians 4:6   is about division in the Church brethren 

'diakrino' means differ 

Again, being converted demands that a Christian be extremely careful in discerning all 

matters.   

1Corinthians 4:7  Who makes you to differ [G1252] from another? and what have you 

that thou didst not receive? now if thou didst receive it, why dost thou glory, as if thou 

hadst not received it?  

'diakrino' means judge = decide,  'diakrino' means more than judge ('krino')... 

1Corinthians 6:4  If then ye have judgments of things pertaining to this life, set them to 

judge who are least esteemed in the church.  

1Corinthians 6:5  I speak to your shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man among 

you? no, not one that shall be able to judge [‘diakrino’] between his brethren?  

'diakrino' means partial 

James 2:4  Are ye not then partial [‘diakrino’] G1252 in yourselves, and are become 

judges of evil thoughts?  

'diakrino' means contending 

Jud 1:9  Yet Michael the archangel, when contending [‘diakrino’] G1252 with the devil 

he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not bring against him a railing accusation, but 

said, The Lord rebuke thee. 

'diakrino' means difference 

Jud 1:22  And of some have compassion, making a difference G1252 'diakrino':  

The other night on TV, Hoss Cartright on Bonanza, described the meaning of discernment 

– though he did not know the word “discernment.” 

It was an episode where Hoss had a conflicted uncle who at times seemed to be a good 

guy, and at other times seemed to be a bad guy – and Hoss could not figure him out – 

till at the end of the show everything became clear. 

Hoss said to his dad, Ben Cartright: 

“Pa, did you ever come to the point that you knew someone so well that you thought you 

could go right through his mind – and into his heart?” 

Dia means through and making a separation + krino = to judge correctly. 

Are we able to cut through the division in God’s Church and discern those brethren who 

are led by God’s Holy Spirit? 
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Example of God’s discernment 

The Only Occurrence in the Scriptures of this particular word, “discerner” 

Hebrew 4:11  Let us labor therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the 

same example of unbelief.  

Hebrew 4:12  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 

sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 

marrow, and is a discerner [G2924] of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  

Hebrew 4:13  Neither is there anything created that is not manifest in his sight: but all 

things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

Now, let’s look at 'diakrino' when speaking of the Passover elements of bread and wine. 

The Church of God brethren today are not unified.  We really do have a Tale of Two 

Churches.  We are not one as Christ would have us be.   

We know that we are supposed to become one Body by partaking of the Bread of Life, 

which is Jesus Christ, our Passover (1 Corinthians 5:7).  Addressing the division within 

the Church, Paul shows that our very salvation depends on our caring for one another.   

1Corinthians 11:18  For first of all, when ye come together in the Church, I hear that there 

be divisions among you. 

Paul is speaking about a divided Church – which Christ will not abide. 

"Division" was the subject when Paul wrote that the Lord's body was not being properly 

discerned - 'diakrino'.  He said that we must examine ourselves as to whether or not 

we are a part of any division before we take Passover. 

We cannot go along with division, hate, despise, or reject any of the saints; as that 

behavior defines not discerning the Lord's body.  The Lord’s Body is all of the converted 

brethren. 

We are obligated to extend our realm of fellowship to include all who have the earnest of 

God's Holy Spirit.  Paul characterized our self-examination as properly "discerning the 

Lord's body."  Do we understand the full intent of this Scripture and how serious it is? 

First of all, we must absolutely grasp the definition of the Lord's Body from the Bible itself.   

The Body of Christ is all the Church of God brethren.   

This concept of Christ’s Body being composed of all Church brethren is solidly established 

in Scripture. 

"For [Christ's] Body's sake, which is the Church."  (Colossians 1:24) 

"Ye are the Body of Christ, and members in particular." (1Corinthians 12:27) 

"…The Church, which is His Body."  (Ephesians 1:22-23) 

"Ye are called into one Body; and be ye thankful." (Colossians 3:15) 

"For as we have many members in one body . . . So we, being many, are one Body in 

Christ, and every one members one of another."  (Romans 12:4-5) 
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"The bread which we break, is it not the [fellowship] of the Body of Christ?  For we being 

many are one bread, and one Body."  (1 Corinthians 10:16-17) 

"For the perfecting of the saints . . . for the edifying of the Body of Christ.”  (Ephesians 

4:12) 

“. . . All the members of that one Body, being many, are one Body: so also is Christ.”  (1 

Corinthians 12:12) 

Many verses firmly establish that "the Lord's Body" is a direct reference to the people of 

the Church of God.   

When Paul said that we must be properly "discerning the Lord's Body," he meant that we 

cannot take Passover and at the same time be responsible for any of the division: the 

broken, shattered condition of the Church.  The Church of God is not to be broken.   

1Corinthians 11:26  For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the 

Lord's death till he come.  

1Corinthians 11:27  Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the 

Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.  

1Corinthians 11:28  But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and 

drink of that cup.  

1Corinthians 11:29  For he that eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks damnation 

to himself, not discerning ['diakrino'] the Lord's body.  

Other translations: 

For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honoring the body of Christ, you are 

eating and drinking God's judgment upon yourself. 

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body eats and drinks judgment 

on himself. 

If you fail to understand that you are the Body of the Lord, you condemn yourselves by 

the taking Passover unworthily. 

1Corinthians 11:30  For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many 

sleep. [Many are dead!] 

1Corinthians 11:31  For if we would judge ['diakrino'] ourselves, we should not be 

judged.  

Jesus is the Judge – and He will not wink at division among His people. 

1Thessalonians 4:1  Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren, and exhort you by the 

Lord Jesus, that as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God, so 

ye would abound more and more.  

1Thessalonians 4:5  Not in the longing desire for that which is forbidden, even as the 

Gentiles which know not God:  

1Thessalonians 4:6  That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter: 

because that the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned you and 

testified.  
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The words of Jesus – no one will get away with condoning Church division: 

Luke 12:2  For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall 

not be known.  

Luke 12:3  Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard in the light; 

and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be proclaimed upon the 

housetops.  

Luke 12:4  And I say unto you my friends, Be not afraid of them that kill the body, and 

after that have no more that they can do.  

Luke 12:5  But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear Him, which after He hath 

killed hath power to cast into hell; yea, I say unto you, Fear Him.  

By addressing division within the Church, Paul shows that, not only our healing 

(1Corinthians 11:30), but our very salvation depends on our truly caring for one another.  

Scripture does not allow for Christians to co-exist without properly relating to one another.  

It is clear that for us to have a right relationship with God, it is first necessary to "get 

right" with others.  Jesus tells us that as Christians our priority must be to reconcile, not 

only with God, but also with one another.  Christ taught that reconciliation has a higher 

priority than even church attendance.   

Matthew 5:24  Be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy gift. 

Since our unity with the Father and the Son begins at baptism, then so does our unity 

with one another.   

1Corinthians 12:13  For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body …and have been 

all made to drink into one Spirit. 

How much more clearly could it be written?  Brethren become unified spiritually - one in 

Spirit, and one in the Body of Christ.  By definition, it is absolutely impossible to have 

Christian love for only a part of the Body of Christ.  We cannot serve some brethren while 

neglecting other brethren.  

Ephesians 4:2-4  With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one 

another in love; Endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is 

one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling. 

It is very clear what God's intent is – that people learn to live, to love, to work, to 

associate, etc., together.  God wants us to learn how to live with one another now, so that 

we will know how to live with Him eternally.  We cannot hate, despise, or reject any of 

the saints, as that behavior defines "not" discerning the Lord's body.  We are obligated to 

extend our realm of fellowship to include all who have the earnest of God's Holy Spirit.  

Paul characterized our self-examination as properly "discerning the Lord's body."  Our 

healing depends on understanding the full extent of this Scripture. 

There is a direct correlation between Divine healing and the unity and oneness we share 

with all of the children of God who constitute the Lord's body.  Paul said that sickness and 

death, not healing, was the result of partaking of the Passover while division existed 

among the saints. 
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Those brethren who Paul was addressing had not discerned the Lord's body because there 

was partiality between the brethren.  We are reconciled to God the Father by the death of 

His Son.  Jesus was sent to this earth, not only to be sacrificed unto death and raised unto 

life, but in order to enable mankind to be reconciled to God the Father after their 

disobedient choice in the Garden of Eden.  God was in Jesus making reconciliation, but He 

has charged us to be reconcilers and peace-makers with all the brethren as well—our 

healing depends on it.  

2Corinthians 5:18-19  All things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself by Jesus 

Christ, and has given to us the service of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, 

reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and has 

committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

Reconciliation is the restoration of good and right fellowship with all the brethren.  This 

entire healing and salvational process is contingent on our having direct positive 

interaction and unity with God's people.  If we, who are called of God, possess a 

genuine devotion and Godly tenderness for the brethren, we will not diminish the sacrifice 

of Christ.  

Paul explains that to some people God's Spirit imparts: 

1Corinthians 12:10  ... the discerning G1253 ‘diakrisis’  of spirits (attitudes, mental 

dispositions) 

They are able to differentiate between pure hearts and ulterior motives.  

Hebrews 5:11  Of whom we have many things to say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye 

are dull of hearing.  

Hebrews 5:12  For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one 

teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such 

as have need of milk, and not of strong meat.  

Hebrews 5:13  For every one that uses milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for 

he is a baby.  

Hebrews 5:14  But strong meat belongs to them that are of full age, even those who by 

reason of use have their senses exercised to discern [G1253] both good and evil. 

King David describes God's discernment of him: 

Psalm 139:1  To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David. O LORD, thou hast searched me, 

and known me.  

Psalm 139:2  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my 

thought afar off.  

Psalm 139:3  Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all 

my ways.  

Psalm 139:4  For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it 

altogether.  

Psalm 139:5  Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me.  

Psalm 139:6  Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.  
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Psalm 139:7  Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence?  

Psalm 139:8  If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, 

thou art there.  

Psalm 139:9  If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 

sea;  

Psalm 139:10  Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.  

Psalm 139:11  If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light 

about me.  

Psalm 139:12  Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: 

the darkness and the light are both alike to thee.  

Here is what David told his son, Solomon: 

1Chronicles 28:9  And you, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve 

him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searches all hearts [that is 

God’s perfect discernment], and understands all the imaginations of the thoughts: if 

thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off 

forever.  

In John 21:17 Peter said to Jesus: 

And he said unto Him, Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you. 

 

End:  Latter Days – Part Four 


